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Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, sw National Washington, DC 20554 

Rican Re: Verizon's Petition for a Declaratory Ruling or. Alternatively, 
Interim Waiver and Veriwn's Conditional Petition for 
Forbearance with Regard to Broadband Services Provided via 
Fiber to the Premises. WC Docket No. 04-242 

Puerto 

Coalition, 
I nc.' 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

On behalf of the National Puerto Rican Coalition, (NPRC), a national public 
policy organization which represents the interests of the Hispanic community 
on technology and telecommunications issues, I am writing to urge the FCC to 
provide interim relief to Verizon Communications for its broadband Internet 
services provided over fiber networks. 

Since the enactment of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, NPRC has been 
actively involved in addressing digital divide issues affecting underserved 
communities, and we have worked to ensure that government policies 
regarding new technologies promote access and benefit Hispanic Americans. 

The petition seeks interim targeted relief that will permit Verizon to invest in 
the infrastructure to create new fiber networks that will provide premises with 
high speed broadband services. This relief would apply only to those market 
areas where Verizon is deploying fiber to premises and is offering broadband 
Internet services over fiber. 

Verizon's petition advances the Administration's public policy of increasing 
the availability of broadband services, and will make new technology services 
available to a wider geographic area than is now being served. 

We believe that broadband is critical to the future of Hispanics and others who 
lag behind in access to telecommunications tools and services. 

An AOLIRoper ASW study released in 2004 revealed that 3 out of 4 
Hispanics think that having access to the Internet will help their 
children with their homework and will help them get better jobs in the 
hture. Despite the fact that our community understands the benefits of 
broadband, many remain on the wrong side of the digital divide. 
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In April 2004, Mediamark Research found that only 8% of (regular) Internet users 
are Hispanic, reflecting the lowest Internet penetration rates of all U.S. 
populations. 
According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, 68.4% of all Hispanics are NOT 
online.2 

Increased investment in IT by telecommunications companies is an important factor to 
increasing access to the Internet. But this investment is highly dependant on regulatory 
certainty. High-speed connectivity offers access to success in an increasingly 
technology-dependent society which we believe is essential to the advancement of our 
communities. 

Greater access to broadband will strengthen communities by providing essential services 
and information to individuals and businesses. However, until the FCC adopts a 
comprehensive national broadband policy, companies like Verizon will require targeted 
relief and regulatory clarity to build their fiber networks. 

Therefore, I urge you to provide the relief sought by Verizon until you adopt a national 
broadband policy. 

I Mediamark Research, Inc., The Survey of the American Consumer, April 2004. ’ U.S. Department of Commerce, A Nation Online: How Americans Are &panding their Use ofthe 
Internet, February 20032. 


